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CHAPTER XXXVI

Iiincolu as a Christian
In his interesting book Civil War

Days Gen Jas F Rusling tells of
Lincolns devout faith In the protection
and assistance of the Almighty

The next time I saw Mr Lincoln
was on Sunday July 5 1SG3 the Sun-
day

¬

after the battles of Gettysburg and
Vicksburg and it happened in this
wise Gettysburg was fought on July 1
2 and 3 1S63 In the great conflict of
Thursday July 2 held by many to
have been the real battle of Gettysburg
because of the heavy fighting and tre-
mendous

¬

Confederate losses which
sapped the life of Gen Lees army
Gen Daniel E Sickles of New York
commanding the Third Corps had lost
his right leg and on the Sunday follow-
ing

¬

July 5 arrived In Washington D
C with his leg amputated above the
knee He was taken to a private dwell-
ing

¬

on F street nearly opposite the Eb
bitt House and here I found him in a
front room on the first floor resting on
a hospital stretcher when I called to
see him about 3 p m I was then a
Lieutenant Colonel on his staff and
naturally anxious to see my chief

We had not been talking long when
his Orderly announced His Excellency
the President and immediately after-
ward

¬

Mr Lincoln walked into the room
accompanied by his son Tad then a
lad of perhaps 10 or 12 years He was
staying out at the Soldiers Home but
having learned of Gen Slckless arrival
In Washington rode In on horseback to
call on him with a squad of cavalry as
escort They shook hands cordially but
pathetically and it was easy to see that
both held each other in high esteem
They were both born politicians They
both loved the Union sincerely and
heartily and Sickles had already shown
such high qualities both as statesman
and soldier that Lincoln had been quick
to perceive his weight and value in the
great struecle then shaking the Nation
Besides Sickles was a War Democrat
astute and able and Mr Lincoln was
too shrewd a Republican to pass any of
these by In those perilous war days

Greetings over Mr Lincoln dropped
Into a chair and crossing his prodigious
arms and legs soon fell to questioning
Sickles as to all the phases of he com ¬

bat at Gettysburg He as ted liiyt of
course as to Gen Slckless own ghastly
wound when and how t happened and
how he was getting on ind encouraged
hint then passed next to our great
casualties there and how the wounded
were being cared for and finaly oanre
to the magnitude and significance of
the victory there and what Gen Meade
proposed to do with it

Sickles recumbent on his stretcher
with a cigar between hU finders pulling
It leisurely answered Mr Lincoln In
detail but warily as became so astute
a man and soldier and discussed the
great battle and its probable conse-
quences

¬

with a lucidity and ability re-

markable
¬

In his condition then en ¬

feebled vnd exhausted as he was ny the
chock and danger of such a wound and
amputation Occasionally he would
wince with pain and call sharply to his
Orderly to wet his fevered stump with
water But he never droppel his cigar
nor lost the thread of his narrative
nor missed the point of their dWcu
eion His Intellect certainly wemeu as
strong and astute as ever and In an
acquaintance with him of now over 35
years I never jsaw It work mora acou- -
rately and keenly He certainly got his
side of the story of well
into the Presidents mind and heart
that Sunday afternoon and tills ioiibt
less stood him in good stead aftu iviid
when Meade ropoid to court martlu
him for fighting so magnificently If Ln
skllfully which remains to be proved
on that bloody and hLstori July

No replied Honest Old Abe no
we cant do that Gen SIcklei may
have erred we are all liable to But at
any rate he fought superbly lie gave
his leg his life almost for the Union
And now there is glory enough to go
around for all

When Mr Lincolns inquiries seemed
ended Gen Sickles after a puff or two
of his cigar in silence resumed the con ¬

versation substantially as follows
Well Mr President I beg pardon

but what did you think about Gettys ¬

burg What was your opinion of things
while we were campaigning and light ¬

ing up there
Oh replied Mr Lincoln I didnt

think much about it I was not much
concerned about you

You were not rejoinl Sickles as
5f amazed Why we heflrd that you
Washington folks were a good deal ex ¬

cited and you certainly had good cause
to be for it was nip and tuck with us
a good deal of the time

Yes I know that And I suppose
some of us were a little rattled Indeed

LINCOLN
i LJi Jil H

some of the Cabinet talked of Wash
ingtons being captured and ordered a
gunboat or two here and even went so
far as to send some Government ar-
chives

¬

aboard and wanted me to go
too but I refused Stanton and Welles
1 believe were both stampeded some-
what

¬

and Seward I reckon too But
I said No gentlemen we are all right
and we are going to win at Gettysburg
and we did right handsomely No
Gen Sickles I had no fears of Gettys-
burg

¬

Why not Mr President How was
that Pretty much everybody down
here we heard was more or less pan-
icky

¬

Tes I expect and a good many
more than will own up now But act-
ually

¬

Gen Sickles I had no fears of
Gettysburg and If you really want to
know I will tell you why Of course
I dont want you and Col Rusling here
to say anything about this at least not
now People might laugh If it got out
you know But the fact is in the very
pinch of the campaign there I went to
my room one day and got down on my
knees and prayed Almighty God for
victory at Gettysburg I told Him that
mis was wis couniry anu me war nasi

yM k

Getiysbunt

LINCOLNS INTERVIEW WITH GEN SICKLES
His war but that we really couldnt
stand another Fredericksburg or Chan
cellorsville And then and there I made
a solemn vow with my Maker that if
He would stand by you boys at Gettys-
burg

¬

I would stand by Him
And after thus wrestling with the

Almighty In prayer I dont know how
it was and it is not for me to explain
but somehow or other a sweet com
fort crept into my soul that God Al ¬

mighty had taken the whole business
there into His own hands and we were
bound to win at Gettysburg And He
did stand by you boys at Gettysburg
and now I will stand by Him No Gen
Sickles I had no fears of Gettysburg
and that is the why

Mr Lincoln said all this with great
solemnity and impressiveness almost
as Moses might have spoken when he
came down from Sinai When he had
concluded there was a pause in the
conversation that nobody seemed dis¬

posed to break Mr Lincoln especially
seemed to be communing with the In-
finite

¬

One again The first to speak
was J3en Sickles who between the
punsof his cigar presently resumed as
follows

Well Mr President what are you
thinking about Vicksburg nowadays
How are things getting along down
there

Oh answered Mr Lincoln very

CLEMENT L

gravely I dont quite know Grant is
still pegging away down there As we
used to say out in Illinois I think he
will make a spoon or spoil a horn be
fore ho gets thru Some of our folks
think him slow and want me to remove
him But to tell the truth I kind of
like U S Grant He doesnt worry and
bother me He isnt for ¬

all the time Ho takes what
troops we can safely give him consider-
ing

¬

our big job all around and we
have a pretty big Job In this war and
does the best he can with what he has
got and doesnt grumble and scold all
tho while Yes I confess I like Gen
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Grant U S Grant Uncle Sam
Grant dwelling humorously on the
last name There is a great deal to
him first and last And heaven help-
ing

¬

me unless something happens more
than I sec now I moan to stand by
Grant a good while yet

So then you have no fears about
Vicksburg either Mr President add ¬

ed Gen Sickles
Well no I cant say that I have

replied Mr Lincoln ver soberly The
fact Is but dont say anything about
this either just now I have been
praying to Almighty God for Vicksburg
also I have wrestled with Him and
told Him how much wo need the Mis ¬

sissippi and how it ought to flow un
vexed to the sea and how that great
Valley ought to bo forever free and I
reckon He understands the whole busi-
ness

¬

down there from A to Izzard I
hae done the very best I could to help
Gen Grant along and all the rest of
our Generals tho some of them dont
think so and now It Is kind of borne in
on me that somehow or other we are
going to win at too I cant
tell how soon out i Deneve we win
For this will save the Mississippi and
bisect the Confederacy and be in line
with Gods laws besides And if Grant
only does this thing down there I dont
care much how so he does It right
why Grant is my man and 1 am his
the rest of this war

Of course Mr Lincoln did not then
know that Vicksburg had already fallen
on July 4 and that a United States gun
boat was then speeding Its way up the
Mississippi to Cairo with the glorious
news that was soon to thrill the coun-
try

¬

and the civilized world thru and
thru Gettysburg and Vicksburg Our
great twin Union victories What were
they not to us in that fateful Summer
of 1863 And what would have hap ¬

pened to the American Republic had
both gone the other way Of course I
do not pretend to say that Abraham
Lincolns faith and prayers saved Get-
tysburg

¬

and Vicksburg but they cer-
tainly

¬

did not do the Union any harm
And to him his serene confidence in

victory there because of these was a
comfort and a Joy most beautiful to
behold on that memorable July 5
18C3

The Draft Riots
It had become necessary to order

drafts in many of the States to fill up
the depleted armies and this afforded
an opportunity for the exhibition of the
most venomous Noth ¬

ing was left undone to inflame the
minds of the people against having
their sons dragged away to lie butch-
ered

¬

for the sake of the nigger Even
in troops had to be em--
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shrieking rein-
forcements
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Vicksburg

Copperhcadism

Pennsylvania

ployed at times to enforce the draft
and In some parts of Ohio Indiana and
Illinois there was temporarily a condi-
tion

¬

of civil war In New York the
Confederate emissaries and the otilcers
of the Knights of tho Golden Circle got
In their work most effectively inciting
terrible riots in which olllccrs and sol-
diers

¬

were killed negros massacred a
negro orphan asylum burned and for
three days the city was In tho hands
of the lowest and worst elements
Troops were sent from the Army of the
Potomac directly after the buttle of
Gettysburg to restore order and protect
property

The Battle of Chlckniiiauga
Tho more hopeful feeling In tho coun-

try
¬

which had followed the victories In
July was rudely shaken by news from
the great central army that of the
Cumberland After driving Bragg out
of Tullahoma Gen Rosecrans by astrategy of tho highest order had
manuvcred his opponent out of Chatta-
nooga

¬

the great objective for which thoArmy of tho Cumberland had been
fighting and marching for two long
years This made a triumph of the
supremest character and had Roso
crans been content with It his laurels
would have been bright indeed But
Rosecrans like all geniuses was uncer-
tain

¬

and his six months of absolute
idleness at Murfreesboro were now suc-
ceeded

¬
by a feverish and restless activ--

Continued on page two

THE PRESIDENT IN THE WEST

The Insurgent Papers Now Getting in Their Criticisms of the Various

Speeches Time Can Only Tell as to the Real Effect All the

Noise Made by the Insurgents Senator La Follette Pinchot

and Ball inger Congress and the Water Powers

There are sounds of popular turmoil
out of tho West The reports are rapidly
straying into Washington They are the
aftermath of the Taft progress across
that wide belt wherein tho insurgents
dwell He has traversed their country
and passed to tho farther side where
men of the dominant party are more in
accord with him

As he penetrated the Insurgent terri-
tory

¬

the President sp6ko his mind He
talked of tariff of revision in railroad
rate regulation and In restraint of
trade He announced himself on the
legalizing of the boycott on the reor-
ganization

¬

of the Interstate Commerce
Commission so that there should be a
United States Circuit C6urt of five to
hear railroad appeals very like the
Customs Court of Appeals which Con-
gress

¬

with his full approval authorized
last Winter Incidentally he talked
quite a bit about speeding the processes
of tho courts so that Justice may be had
earlier a theme he accentuated befere
the lawyers of Bath County Va the
Summer he was a Presidential candi-
date

¬

and yet again when he and Bryan
in the very night of tlie campaign were
guests of commercial bodies In Chicago

And he has come out in very emphat ¬

ic terms for the Roospvelt conservation
policies and in a special statement in-

formed
¬

Chief Forester Glfford Pinchot
at Salt Lake City that he cannot be
spared from the Forestry Bureau The
President has in fact iuw outlined
about all the leading policies of his Ad-

ministration
¬

as theso policies have de
veloped to date after a Summer of
close consultation with members of his
Cabinet regarding those policies While
he has been out upon the road only
about two weeks he has said many
very interesting things for the edifica-
tion

¬

of all the people No wonder all
eyes are upon the West and will be up-

on
¬

the West more than evor till the
Presidential train circles up Into Wash
ington State and down into California
and starts on the homeward trip

A Good Deal ThatIs New
The President has safd a deal that is

new altho he has talked mostly upon
old subjects That was to be expected
for there are no new Issues and the
Issues uppermost are those he inherited
from Roosevelt and from the campaign
A voluminous sequel of comment and
criticism will follow Is as a matter of
fact already proceeding The Presi
dent expected as much probably hoped
for comment and criticism because in
that way public sentiment Is quickened
and crystallized By the time ha swings
around into Dixie Land he may be able
to ascertain with some precision just
what character and degree f support
his various propositions for solving leg
islative and executive problems will
have It will be to his advantage to
have this information It will guide
him In the Winters efforts

It Is plain now Then tthe President
has been so short a time away that the
criticism of his series of spreches will
not be altogether friendly or favorable
This does not signify however that
conclusions of Presidential unpopularity
should be jumped at or that the Admin
istration is skirting dangerous shoals
It Is fairer to infer that Mr Taft is
nasslnr thru the critical ntrioil which
every new President has Co face He Is
a different man than President Roose
velt The latter has a personality that
greatly entertained the multitudes They
became tremendously Infatuated with
him Idolized him and cannot quickly
switch to a new favorite In that re¬

gard President Roosevelt was an ex ¬

ceedingly difficult man to follow in the
White House

The country must have a year or wo
always to get acquainted with a new
President It does not- - get well ac¬

quainted with him as a Presidential
candidate much as there is printed
about a Presidential candidate in the
newspapers and magazines and much
as he appears in public places The
process Is a slow one for the people It
was slow in the case of Roosevelt When
McKinley died he was a much beloved
man among Americans and had been
for a long time But McKinley had
been President two or three years be-
fore

¬

the masses began to show strong
affection for him

On a Lonely Kmhience
On the lonely eminence of the Presi ¬

dency Mr Taft has fn work out hla
own popularity as McKinleyland Roose
velt had to uo or course lie may not
win great popularity but there is no
reason yet for such an Inference be
cause of his two weeks of journeying in
the West The people will get some ¬

thing of a measure of him which they
had not previously by the time he re-
turns

¬

to Washington He Ihas had a
big tussle over one trreatl issue the
tariff He has set the wheels to turn-
ing

¬

in the Executive Departments and
inaugurated there the ideas of admin ¬

istration which he favors This Win-
ter

¬

from the very moment he gets back
into tno wnue House again there will
bo moro largo tasks which were im-
posed

¬

as a result of the last National
campaign The Presidents success dur-
ing

¬

tho season will afford ii wider range
of vision and make practicable a con-
clusion

¬

regarding the popular verdict
ins cuursu uunng the last twp weeks

has brought tho remilnra Mnto closer
sympathy with him The wprd coming
to wusmngion irom many sources Is all
one way in this respect Jn what has
been done the President has no criti-
cism

¬

for the leaders upon whom he re-
lied

¬
to have his plans executed albeit

they may not always- - imv rrfonmnllshod
as much as he wantedvriio President has
v iiiuiu3itu ubuiu anu aKain mat oiu
principle of popular Government thrucompromise His utterances have been
In approval of Speaker Cannon upon
whom and upon Senator Aldrich many
attacks arc being made during the
Autumn

In the way of Presidential detraction
from Republican Quarters tho Insurgents are making all tho noise They
are In the territory which the President
has Just crossed Predictions are thick

from men of their view that the Insur-
gents

¬

will give the White House a wide
berth this Winter and let the Presi-
dent

¬

go it alone Those predictions may
come truo During the Summer they
were not numerous among the White
House callers for they were not in ac-
cord

¬

with tho Presidents plans for con-
ducting

¬

his Administration He was
not unfriendly to them as he took oc-

casion
¬

frequently to demonstrate He
simply chose to conduct political affairs
thru regular rather than insurgent
channels

Forecasting the Future
The insurgent talk of the hour pro-

ceeds
¬

to the limit of advancing candi
dates for the Presidency in 181- - which
should not be taken too seriously It is
almost three years before another Re-
publican

¬

will be nominated for the
Presidency A few days after Congress
had adjourned last August Senator
Cummins returning West intimated to
some friends in Chicago that he might
be In the race next time The insur-
gents

¬

arc likely to continue their agi-
tation

¬

about winning Western States
for some other candidate than Presi-
dent

¬

Taft and yet by the time the con-
vention

¬

assembles it may be hardly re-

member
¬

that anyone else than Taft
was In the field

There will be a less remote political
influence growing out of the Presi-
dents

¬

refusal to recognize the insur-
gents

¬

further than to express gratifica-
tion

¬

as he did in one of his Western
speeches that they are staying in the
party That will be upon the elections
of next year Insurgent officeholders
coming up for another term must face
the obstacle with voters of not being In
accord with the head of the party
Their opponents will make the most
of it

Senator Bob La Follette is likely to
feelthe opposition as much as any of
the Insurgent following He will have
to fight for a re election to the Senate
next year A stormy petrel in politics
fie Invariably has a great battle when
hn runs for office Now things have
come to such a pass that all his old
enemies and many new ones are center-
ing

¬

their forces upon him He is out
openly criticizing the President regardi-
ng- tariff and is using the columns of
his weekly newspaper to that end If
he wins a re election In such a role it
would be a greater feather in his cap
than he has ever worn before If he
bhould lose it would greatly discourage
the klckcrsln other States who have
been trooping under his banner

With a re election as Senator there Is
little doubt that Mr La Follette would
bo raising the standard of his Presi-
dential

¬

candidacy In several Mississippi
Valley States In Wisconsin Minnesota
the Dakotas Iowa Kansas and Nebras-
ka

¬

He has long been strong In most
of those States and there might be
some vicing between him and the Pres ¬

ident for delegates to the next National
Convention

Forester Pinchot
The most notable political arrival of

the week In Washington Is sure to be
Chief Forester Pinchot now on the
train from Salt Lake City where he
conferred with the President and re-

ceived
¬

assurances that he was to be
retained in his present position It has
long been expected that Mr Pinchot
would stay The Presidents friends had
no Idea that he would dismiss an official
who has become so thoroly Identified
with the conservation policies of the
Government The reports are that the
West is mightily pleased that the Presi-
dent

¬

put his O K so emphatically upon
Mr Pinchot even tho his plans to bring
Mr Pinchot and Secretary of the In-
terior

¬

Ballinger together failed and the
two would not even speak as they en¬

countered one another
Washington likes Mr Pinchot quite

as well as the AVest likes him He is an
unpretentious man but thoro and in-

dustrious
¬

The Forest Service adminis-
tering

¬

the millions of acres of National
fonsts is a model organization which
he has built up He spends most of the
time every Summer visiting these Na-
tional

¬

forests gathering Ideas for Im-
proved

¬

administration the while he as ¬

certains how the big force of men un ¬

der his official charge are attending to
their duties He gets a day oft now and
then for fishing of which he is very
fond and also for hunting altho that
form of sport does not appeal to him
so strongly

Hii visits to the National forests take
him to some of the finest fishing and
hunting In all the United States He
knows as well as tlu best sportsmen
where flbh can be caught on the route
of his Summer travels Ho likes deep
sea fishing and every season spends a
few days on the Pacific His recent trip
to tin- - Faraliones some distance out
from San Francisco was to try his hand
at Jiooklng Pacific specimens ire has
fished on the Pacific Ocean all the way
from Washington State to Los Angeles
and can tell many a good story of his
experiences

In ull probability the public will hearvery little more from Mr Pinchot ap-
pertaining

¬

to the famous Ballinger con-
troversy

¬

He is not the kind of a man
who feeds that character of official con-
tention

¬

however determined he may be
in his own views Both lie and Secre-
tary

¬

Ballinger have now ben assured
in the strongest terms of the Presi-
dents

¬

confidence The President has
promised publicly to ask Congress to
legalize the methods of withdrawing
public lands from entry which Mr Pin-
chot

¬

has been following He Is accord-
ingly

¬

free to settle down to the admin-
istration

¬

of his Bureau without any
worries regarding his official future

Will the Friction Continue
The ultra Rooseveltlans hoped to

make the Issue between Pinchot and
Ballinger the means of breaking up the
Presidents Cabinet before it had served
a year In that they seem to have been
disappointed It probably does not
please Secretary Ballinger immensely to
have Forester Pinchot come off so
handsomely even tho ho Ballinger
has tho Presidents letter absolutely Jus-
tifying

¬

him In every particular for his
course There will be no shaking of the
foundations If Pinchot and Ballinger
still refuse to speak as they pass or look
up into the sky as they did at Salt
Lake City when they happen In prox-
imity

¬

Whatever business the Bureau
of Forestry has with tho Department of
tha Interior need not take Mr Pinchot
over to the Secretarys office The busi-
ness

¬
in any ovent has finally to be

transacted thru tho ofllce of Secretary
of Agriculture Wilson The latter
has sided with his subordinate during
the controversy that has U led the Sum-
mer

¬

with criminations nrd renrlmlnn- -

Gkikum

tlons But Tama Jim Wilson has j
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Theyre All Agreed
kept on friendly terms with Mr Bal-
linger

¬

They sit immediately opposite
each other at the Presidents Cabinet
table and should be able to get along
amicably during the Winter

Whether there will be any further
developments of importance in the con
troversy however cannot be told Ap ¬

parently the President has found a sit
Isfactory course of pacification There
will be many men on both sides Villing
to continue the quarrel for their own
ends Some conservation enthusiasts
were beginning to bristle up and their
attitude was menacing for the Presi
dent In a few weeks it will become
plain whether most of them are satis-
fied

¬

Congress has been wrestling for two
or three sessions with questions affect ¬

ing the Federal control of water powers
on public lands Those questions are
closely related to the Pinchot contro
versy Many bills apart from any af-
fecting

¬

the right to withhold public
lands from entry where water power
sites are involved will be pressed upon
committees of Senate and House The
conservation of water powers on the
National forests alone has brought up
troublesome points on which Congress
has been asked to legislate There are
matters of taxation especially when the
power on a National forest is transmit-
ted

¬

to distant towns and cities With
the development of electric transmis-
sion

¬

many powers In the West are uti-
lized

¬

as far as 200 miles away
Congress and the Water Powers

Up to date Congress has taken prac-
tically

¬

no action altho the representa-
tives

¬

of big power concerns have come
down to Washington for two or three
Winters and there have been hot con-
tentions

¬

before committees about the
framing of legislation These will re-

cur
¬

In view of the contentions of the
past Summer the public interest in this
prospective legislation will be augment-
ed

¬

Chief Pinchot will push his claims
for adequate protection to the Govern-
ments

¬

interests and to prevent corpora-
tions

¬

from getting adantage thru any
general enactments

The strife centers In properties thru
out the Rocky Mountains and neigh-
boring

¬

ranges There most of the Na-
tional

¬

forests are located and there
capitalists are showing very great ac ¬

tivity in getting control of power sites
The wealth of water powers in the Sier-
ra

¬

Mountains for example is said to
surpass many fold the wealth of min-
erals

¬

there The possibilities for de¬

veloping Pacific Coast towns and cities
thru those powers are almost beyond
comprehension Electricity has be-
come

¬

a most merchantable commodity
for driving factories and mills and for
making Pacific Coast towns grow into
prosperous cities One cannot easily
measure what the water powers of the
Rockies over a large part of the region
from Colorado to the coast will do in
the course of 50 or 100 years toward
making great industrial and manufac-
turing

¬

States The prospects of trade
with the Orient have stimulated the ef-
forts

¬
to gain possession of sites because

that section of the West is rich in raw
materials Once make manufacturing
there cheaper than It is to the East and
there will be a tremendous advantage
in making goods both for local con-
sumption

¬

and for export to countries on
the other side of the Pacific

For which reasons as long as the
Government owns so many valuable
water power sites In that section the
questions appertaining thereto are like-
ly

¬
to come prominently before Adminis-

trations
¬

at Washington for many years
Chief Pinchot claims a big trust is al-
ready

¬
actively at work getting hold of

these sites and many people believe he
knowsvhat he Is talking about

THE SUPREME COURT

That Dignified Tribunal Com
posed of Men of Advanced
Years

The most conservative and sedate of
all the Government institutions at the
seat of Government is the first to go
Into action this Autumn That is the
Supreme Court of the United States It
begins Us sessions next Monday for the
Winter and faces decisions In a lot of
era making litigation Since the in-

auguration
¬

of new policies and tho en-

actment
¬

of sweeping laws as well as
the enforcement of others that had been
dead letters upon the statute book the
tasks of the Supreme Court have grown
in number and magnitude

It la now become a court of very old

ItnpV
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Justices nearly all of whom however
appear to be in fairly good health Of
the nine men making the court Chief
Justice Fuller is in his 77th year Ho
gives careful and conscientious atten-
tion

¬

to the work but is growing infirm
Justice Harlan the senior Associate oC
the court is also in his 77th year Both
men could have retired on full salary
seven years ago but there is a tradi¬
tion that Chief Justices all die In ofllce
and Chief Justice Fuller is a stickler for
the traditions of his high pac He has
now served 21 years as Chief Justice
and is the only Democrat at the head
of any one of the three co ordinate De ¬
partments of 4he Government Justico
Harlan has served in his present office
32 years He likes the active work
which keeps the court in Washington
only from October to June and prefers
it to the idle life that would follow re
tirement

Associate Justice Brewer probably
the most popular member of the court
Is 72 years old and Is just rounding
out 20 years of service there He could
have retired on full pay two years ago
but like Justice Harlan prefers tho
active life

Justice White is 64 Justce Peck
ham C9 within one year of retiring age1
Justice McKenna 66 Justice Holmes
C8 Justice Day 60 Justice Moody 56
McKenna is not in good health Moody
the youngest man on the court who
seemed to have a long and promising
career ahead of him is very 111 with
rheumatism He Is at his home in
Haverhill Mass wasted away to a
mere skeleton His recovery is still
problematical It Is not likely that ha
will return to work at least for many
months and perhaps not at all during
the court year

Burden on the Elder Men
The burden of the courts responsi-

bility
¬

falls upon the senior Justices as
matters stand now Harlan Brewer
White Fuller and Peckham constitute
the strength of the tribunal In tha
very nature of things none of these ex-
cept

¬
Justice V hite can have many years

more of active service It is generally
understood that Justice Peckham-- will
retire as soon as he is eligible as did
Justices Brown and Shiras the only two
living retired members of the court

According to present prospects sev-
eral

¬
members of the court must be ap ¬

pointed within the next three years and
it is within the probabilities that by
1912 a majority of the Justices will be
comparatively new men So it is that
one of the very important matters
which President Taft may have to con-
sider

¬

during his term of office is tho
selection of men who will compose a
majority of this court of nine for many
years to come It is the policy to name
men for Justices who will have a long
term of service ahead of them and tho
men whom the President will select
may be the majority of the court for a i
quarter or a century

Once nominated and confirmed a
Judge of the Supreme Court is practi-
cally

¬
beyond any governmental author-

ity He cannot be removed except by
impeachment proceedings and can
serve till death calls him unless ho
chooses otherwise

A Court of High Ability
The ability of the court as at present

constituted i3 not questioned but as
the older Justices drop out there will bo
a very crying demand for the nomina
tion of men of very high capacity for
judicial work President Taft is ex
pected to meet that demand for havr
ing served himself as a Circuit Judge
he has ideals of what the Supreme
Court should be He has been particu
larly carerul in the selection of Judges
for the District and Circuit Courts and
does not allow politics to Influence him

The serious illness of Justice Moody
is regarded as very unfortunate Jtleaves only eight members of the court I

with the possibility always present that
the court will be evenly divided As
Justice Moody had served as Attorney- -
General uetore he was elevated to tha
court he has been unable to participato
in the consideration of a number of
cases because of having represented
tne uoternment tn some of them at
earlier stages The last case of serious

1 nets that Incapacitated ono of tha
Supreme Court Judges for quite a pe
riod was tnat ot justice Jackson of
Tennessee He was ill for a Jong time I

following nis appointment by President
Harrison and died before he had hnd
any extended career as a member of
the court

The usual visit of courtesy unon tha
President at the convening of the court
for the October term will be omitted
this year because of the Presidents ab-
sence

¬
There are few formalities at-

tending
¬

the resumption of businessMany cases await argument and with
little delay the round of arguments by
counsel wllle begun in tho little court
room which in tho older dnvs was tha
Chamber of the United States Senate


